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die argonauten

Die Argonauten sind eine der faszinierendsten Figuren der griechischen Mythologie, deren
Geschichten von Abenteuern, Mut, Freundschaft und göttlichem Einfluss geprägt sind. Das Narrativ
um die Argonauten erzählt von einer Gruppe von Helden, die unter der Führung des berühmten
Jason auf eine legendäre Reise gehen, um das goldene Vlies zu erlangen. Dieses Epos ist eine
Mischung aus Mythos, Heldentum und göttlicher Intervention und hat bis heute einen festen Platz in
der Literatur, Kunst und Popkultur. In diesem Artikel wird die Geschichte der Argonauten detailliert
beleuchtet, ihre wichtigsten Figuren vorgestellt, die Stationen ihrer Reise beschrieben und die
Bedeutung ihres Mythos analysiert.

Die Herkunft und Bedeutung der Argonauten

Wer waren die Argonauten?

Die Argonauten waren eine Gruppe von Helden und Abenteurern, die sich auf eine gefährliche
Reise begeben, um das goldene Vlies zu erlangen. Der Begriff ?Argonauten? leitet sich von
?Argos? ab, dem Schiff, mit dem sie segelten, und ?nautes?, dem griechischen Wort für Seemann.
Das Schiff hieß ?Argo?, benannt nach Argos, dem mythischen Gründer und Heimathafen. Die
Geschichte der Argonauten ist eine der frühesten und bekanntesten Sagen der griechischen
Mythologie.

Die mythologische Bedeutung

Der Mythos um die Argonauten symbolisiert den menschlichen Drang nach Heldentaten, die Suche
nach Unsterblichkeit durch Ruhm und die Überwindung großer Hindernisse. Die Reise der
Argonauten ist zugleich eine Allegorie für die Reise ins Unbekannte, die Überwindung der Gefahren
des Lebens und die Zusammenarbeit unterschiedlicher Persönlichkeiten, um ein gemeinsames Ziel
zu erreichen.

Die Hauptfiguren der Argonauten

Jason ? Der Anführer

Jason ist der zentrale Held der Geschichte. Er ist der Sohn des Königs Aeson von Iolkos und wird
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zum Anführer der Argonauten ernannt. Seine Aufgabe ist es, das goldene Vlies zu erlangen, das in
Kolchis bewacht wird. Jason zeichnet sich durch Mut, Klugheit und Führungsqualitäten aus. Seine
Rolle ist entscheidend, um die Gruppe zusammenzuhalten und die gefährliche Mission zu erfüllen.

Hauptmitglieder der Argonauten

Liste der wichtigsten Helden und ihre besonderen Fähigkeiten:

- Herakles: Der stärkste Held Griechenlands, bekannt für seine zwölf Aufgaben.
- Orpheus: Ein berühmter Musiker und Dichter, dessen Musik die Götter und Kreaturen

beeinflusst.
- Castor und Pollux: Zwillingsbrüder, die für ihre Kampffähigkeiten und enge Bindung bekannt

sind.
- Talos: Ein riesiger bronzeartiger Wächter, der die Insel Kreta bewacht.
- Zeus: Der oberste Gott, der gelegentlich in der Geschichte eingreift.

Diese Helden brachten ihre einzigartigen Fähigkeiten in die Gruppe ein, was den Erfolg der Mission
maßgeblich beeinflusste.

Der Ablauf der Argonautenreise

Der Aufbruch von Iolkos

Die Reise beginnt in Iolkos, wo Jason die Führung übernimmt. Die Argonauten versammeln sich
und besteigen das Schiff ?Argo?, das speziell für diese Mission gebaut wurde. Ihr Ziel ist das
Schwarze Meer und schließlich Kolchis, wo das goldene Vlies bewacht wird.

Stationen und Herausforderungen auf der Reise

Die Reise der Argonauten ist geprägt von zahlreichen Abenteuern und Prüfungen:

- Die Symplegaden: Eine Gruppe beweglicher Felsen, die die Schifffahrt blockieren. Die
Argonauten müssen diese durch List oder Mut überwinden.

- Die Sirenen: Kreaturen, deren Gesang Seele und Geist verzaubert. Orpheus, mit seiner Musik,
hilft den Argonauten, den verführerischen Klang zu widerstehen.

- Die Charybdis und Skylla: Meeresungeheuer, die den Seefahrern gefährlich werden. Mut und
Geschick sind hier gefragt.

- Die Insel Lemnos: Hier leben nur Frauen, und die Argonauten finden Verbündete und
Verbündete.
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- Die Reise nach Kolchis: Das letzte und gefährlichste Etappenziel, wo das goldene Vlies
bewacht wird.

Jede Station bringt eigene Herausforderungen und Prüfungen mit sich, die den Mut, die Klugheit
und die Zusammenarbeit der Argonauten auf die Probe stellen.

Das goldene Vlies in Kolchis

Das goldene Vlies ist das zentrale Element des Mythos. Es ist in einer hohen, bewachten Festung in
Kolchis aufbewahrt und gilt als Symbol für Macht und Unsterblichkeit. Jason erhält von dem
Zauberer Medea, der Tochter des Königs Aietes, Hilfe, um das Vlies zu erlangen. Mit ihrer
Unterstützung gelingt es Jason, das Vlies zu stehlen und die Flucht anzutreten.

Die Rolle von Medea in der Mythologie

Medeas Unterstützung für Jason

Medea ist eine Zauberin und Tochter des kolchischen Königs. Sie verliebt sich in Jason und hilft ihm
mit magischen Mitteln, das goldene Vlies zu stehlen. Ihre Fähigkeiten und ihre Loyalität spielen eine
entscheidende Rolle im Verlauf der Geschichte. Medeas Unterstützung ist ein Beispiel für die
Bedeutung von Magie und göttlicher Hilfe in der Mythologie.

Die Tragik um Medea

Nach der Rückkehr nach Griechenland und weiteren Abenteuern entwickelt Medea eine tragische
Geschichte. Sie wird von Jason verraten und rächt sich auf grausame Weise, was die dunkle Seite
der mythologischen Figuren zeigt. Medeas Geschichte spiegelt Themen wie Liebe, Verrat und
Rache wider.

Die Bedeutung und Nachwirkung des Mythos

Symbolik und kulturelle Einflüsse

Der Mythos der Argonauten steht für:

- Mut und Heldentum: Der Wunsch, große Taten zu vollbringen
- Teamarbeit: Die Bedeutung der Zusammenarbeit verschiedener Persönlichkeiten
- Göttliche Unterstützung: Die Rolle der Götter im menschlichen Leben
- Abenteuer und Entdeckung: Die Sehnsucht nach Unbekanntem
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Der Mythos hat zahlreiche Kunstwerke, Literatur und moderne Erzählungen inspiriert, von Opern
über Filme bis hin zu modernen Romanen.

Der Einfluss in der Literatur und Kunst

Die Geschichte der Argonauten wurde in verschiedenen Epochen immer wieder neu interpretiert.
Berühmte Werke wie die ?Argonautika? des Apollonius von Rhodos, die im Hellenismus verfasst
wurde, tragen wesentlich zur Bewahrung des Mythos bei. Künstler und Schriftsteller haben die
Abenteuer der Argonauten in Gemälden, Skulpturen und Literatur verarbeitet, wodurch der Mythos
bis heute lebendig bleibt.

Fazit

Die Argonauten sind ein faszinierendes Symbol für den menschlichen Drang nach Wissen, Mut und
Gemeinschaft. Ihre Reise ist eine epische Erzählung, die die Kraft der Freundschaft, den Einfluss
der Götter und die Herausforderungen des Lebens thematisiert. Obwohl die Geschichte in der
Mythologie verwurzelt ist, spiegelt sie universelle menschliche Erfahrungen wider, die auch heute
noch relevant sind. Die Legende der Argonauten bleibt ein zeitloses Beispiel für Heldentum und die
Suche nach dem Unbekannten, das die menschliche Vorstellungskraft seit Jahrhunderten beflügelt.
 
Die Argonauten: Eine tiefgehende Untersuchung des mythologischen und kulturellen Phänomens

Die Argonauten sind eine der bekanntesten Figuren und Geschichten der griechischen Mythologie.
Sie verbinden Abenteuer, Heldentum, mystische Elemente und kulturelle Überlieferungen in einer
faszinierenden Erzählung, die bis heute in Literatur, Kunst und Popkultur rezipiert wird. In diesem
Artikel nehmen wir die Argonauten unter die Lupe: Wir analysieren die mythologischen Ursprünge,
die historischen Kontexte, kulturellen Interpretationen und die fortwährende Relevanz dieses
mythologischen Kollektivs.

Der Mythos der Argonauten: Ursprung und Grundlegende Handlung

Ursprung und mythologische Einordnung

Die Geschichte der Argonauten ist ein Kernstück der griechischen Heroenmythen. Der Begriff
?Argonauten? leitet sich von ihrem Anführer Jason ab, und das Wort ?Argonauten? bedeutet
wörtlich ?die Seefahrer des Argos?, was auf das Schiff, die Argo, verweist. Der Mythos ist tief in den
frühen griechischen Traditionen verwurzelt und wurde über Jahrhunderte mündlich überliefert, bevor
es in literarischer Form festgehalten wurde.

Der Mythos verbindet verschiedene Themen: die Suche nach dem Goldenen Vlies, den Kampf
gegen mythische Kreaturen, die Entdeckung ferner Welten und den Triumph des menschlichen
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Mutes und der Klugheit. Die Geschichte spielt in einer Zeit, in der Götter und Menschen eng
verflochten sind, und spiegelt die Werte und Ängste der antiken Gesellschaft wider.

Die zentrale Handlung: Die Suche nach dem Goldenen Vlies

Der Kern der Argonauten-Geschichte ist die Expedition, die Jason und seine Gefährten auf das
Schiff Argo unternehmen, um das Goldene Vlies zu erlangen ? ein Symbol für Macht,
Unsterblichkeit und göttliche Zustimmung.

Die wichtigsten Stationen und Ereignisse sind:

- Der Auftrag des Königs Peleus: Jason wird beauftragt, das Goldene Vlies im Land Kolchis zu
holen, um seinen rechtmäßigen Anspruch auf den Thron von Iolkos zu sichern.

- Die Zusammenstellung der Mannschaft: Jason versammelt eine vielfältige Gruppe von Helden,
darunter Herakles, Orpheus, Castor und Polydeukes, sowie andere berühmte Figuren.

- Die Überquerung des Schwarzen Meeres und die Begegnung mit mythischen Kreaturen: Sie
begegnen Sirenen, Harpyien und Seeungeheuern.

- Die Herausforderungen in Kolchis: König Aeëtes stellt Jason und seine Männer auf die Probe,
inklusive der Aufgabe, das Goldene Vlies zu stehlen.

- Der Zauber der Medea: Medea, die Tochter des Königs, verliebt sich in Jason und hilft ihm mit
Magie, das Vlies zu erlangen, was den Konflikt und die Tragik der Geschichte verstärkt.

Die Erzählung endet mit der Rückkehr nach Griechenland, jedoch nicht ohne Konflikte, Verrat und
Tragödien, die die Komplexität der Heldenreise unterstreichen.

Mythologische und kulturelle Analyse

Symbolik und Themen

Die Argonauten-Geschichte ist reich an Symbolik und Themen, die tiefergehende Bedeutungen
offenbaren:

- Der Heldenweg: Die Expedition ist ein archetypischer Heldenweg, der Mut, List,
Opferbereitschaft und die Überwindung von Widrigkeiten symbolisiert.

- Das Goldene Vlies: Es steht für das Streben nach Unsterblichkeit, göttlicher Gunst und das
Erreichen eines unerreichbaren Ziels.

- Diversität der Gefährten: Die vielfältigen Helden repräsentieren unterschiedliche Aspekte
menschlicher Stärke, Intelligenz und Talente.

- Die Rolle der Götter: Götter wie Hera, Zeus und Medea beeinflussen maßgeblich den Verlauf
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der Ereignisse, was die Verbindung zwischen göttlichem Schicksal und menschlicher Initiative
betont.

Mythologische Deutungen und Interpretationen

Im Laufe der Jahrhunderte haben verschiedene Gelehrte die Argonauten-Geschichte
unterschiedlich interpretiert:

- Als Allegorie für die menschliche Reise: Die Expedition wird als Symbol für den Lebensweg, die
Suche nach Erkenntnis und die Überwindung innerer und äußerer Hindernisse gesehen.

- Kulturelle Identitätsbildung: Die Geschichte spiegelt die Werte der griechischen Gesellschaft
wider, wie Mut, Klugheit und Gemeinschaftssinn.

- Ein Spiegel der politischen Strukturen: Die Figuren und Konflikte können als Metaphern für
Machtstrukturen, politischen Ehrgeiz und moralische Dilemmata verstanden werden.

Historische und archäologische Perspektiven

Historische Hintergründe und mögliche Realitäten

Obwohl die Argonauten-Geschichte größtenteils mythologisch ist, gibt es Hinweise, dass die
Erzählung in einen historischen Kontext eingebettet ist:

- Reale Seefahrten und Handelswege: Die antiken Griechen waren bekannte Seefahrer, und die
Erzählung könnte auf tatsächlichen Expeditionen entlang der Schwarzmeerküste oder ins Schwarze
Meer basieren.

- Mythische Überhöhungen: Überlieferungen könnten auf tatsächlichen Ereignissen oder lokalen
Legenden basieren, die im Laufe der Zeit mythologisch verklärt wurden.

- Archäologische Funde: Bis heute sind keine eindeutigen Beweise für eine konkrete Expedition
der Argonauten gefunden worden. Einige Forscher vermuten, dass die Geschichte eine symbolische
Darstellung antiker Seefahrt und kultureller Kontakte ist.

Archäologische Funde und Interpretationen

Hauptsächlich sind archäologische Hinweise eher indirekter Natur:

- Stätten in Kolchis: Ruinen und Artefakte in der Region des heutigen Georgien und der
Umgebung deuten auf eine reiche kulturelle Geschichte, die möglicherweise mythologische
Erinnerungen beeinflusst hat.
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- Schriftliche Quellen: Werke von antiken Autoren wie Apollonius von Rhodos, Pindar und
Euripides liefern die wichtigsten literarischen Zeugnisse, doch direkte archäologische Beweise
bleiben spärlich.

Die Argonauten in Kunst, Literatur und Popkultur

Antike Darstellungen

Die Geschichte der Argonauten wurde in zahlreichen antiken Kunstwerken verewigt:

- Mosaike und Skulpturen: Szenen aus der Expedition sind in antiken Mosaiken und Skulpturen
zu finden, z.B. in der Villa Romana del Casale.

- Literatur: Werke wie Apollonius? ?Argonautika? gelten als klassische Darstellungen des Mythos
und beeinflussten die europäische Literatur maßgeblich.

Moderne Rezeption

Die Argonauten-Geschichte hat bis heute eine große kulturelle Präsenz:

- Literarische Adaptionen: Autoren wie Richard Strauss, Jean Cocteau und Neil Gaiman haben
die Geschichte neu interpretiert.

- Filme und Fernsehen: Filme wie ?Jason und die Argonauten? (1963) und moderne Serien
greifen die mythologischen Motive auf.

- Videospiele und Comics: Die Figuren und Szenen sind in populären Medien präsent, oft mit
kreativen Abwandlungen.

Einfluss auf Kunst und Popkultur

Die Argonauten sind ein Symbol für Abenteuergeist, Gemeinschaft und den Kampf gegen das
Unbekannte ? Werte, die in vielen Kontexten neu interpretiert werden. Sie dienen als Vorlage für
Geschichten über Heldentum, Entdeckung und das Überwinden von Widrigkeiten.

Fazit: Die Bedeutung der Argonauten im kulturellen Gedächtnis

Die Argonauten-Märchen sind weit mehr als nur eine Sammlung von mythischen Abenteuern. Sie
spiegeln fundamentale menschliche Themen wider: die Suche nach Wahrheit und Unsterblichkeit,
den Mut, sich dem Unbekannten zu stellen, und die Kraft der Gemeinschaft. Obwohl die Ursprünge
kaum eindeutig belegbar sind, haben sie einen festen Platz im kulturellen und mythologischen
Kanon der Menschheit.
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Die Geschichte fungiert als eine Art kultureller Schatz, der immer wieder neu interpretiert wird und in
verschiedenen Medien und Kontexten lebendig bleibt. Sie lädt uns ein, über die Grenzen des
Mythos hinauszublicken und die universellen Fragen des Menschseins zu reflektieren: Was
bedeutet es, ein Held zu sein? Wie navigieren wir durch Herausforderungen? Und was kann uns die
Vergangenheit über unsere Gegenwart lehren?

In der Betrachtung der Argonauten zeigt sich, wie Mythen unsere kulturelle Identität formen,
inspirieren und verbinden ? eine Reise, die noch lange nicht zu Ende ist.
 

 QuestionAnswer Was sind die Argonauten in der griechischen Mythologie? Die Argonauten
waren eine Gruppe von Helden unter Führung von Jason, die auf der Suche nach dem Goldenen
Vlies waren, um es aus Kolchis zu holen. Welche mythologischen Figuren gehörten zu den
Argonauten? Zu den Argonauten zählten bekannte Helden wie Hercules, Orpheus, Castor, Pollux
und Zetes, die Jason auf seiner Reise begleiteten. Was ist die Bedeutung des Goldenen Vlieses in
der Geschichte der Argonauten? Das Goldene Vlies symbolisierte Macht und Reichtum und war das
Ziel ihrer gefährlichen Reise, um es als Zeichen der Herrschaft zu erlangen. Welche mythologischen
Orte wurden auf der Reise der Argonauten erwähnt? Zu den bekannten Orten gehören die
Kolchische Küste, die Insel Lemnos und das Schwarze Meer, die in den Abenteuern der Argonauten
eine Rolle spielen. Wie wurde die Geschichte der Argonauten in der modernen Kultur dargestellt?
Die Argonauten sind in Literatur, Kunst, Film und Theater immer wieder aufgegriffen worden, z.B. in
modernen Romanen, Opern und Filmen, die ihre Abenteuer neu interpretieren. Was ist die
Bedeutung der Argonauten in der heutigen Popkultur? Sie symbolisieren Abenteuer, Teamarbeit
und den Mut, unbekannte Herausforderungen zu meistern, und erscheinen in Filmen, Comics und
Spielen. Gibt es archäologische Funde, die mit den Argonauten in Verbindung stehen? Direkte
archäologische Beweise für die Argonautenreise existieren nicht, aber einige Forscher vermuten,
dass mythologische Orte reale historische Stätten sein könnten. Wie beeinflusst die Geschichte der
Argonauten die heutige Literatur und Mythologie? Sie inspiriert weiterhin Autoren und Künstler, die
Themen Mut, Entdeckung und Heldentum aufgreifen, und trägt zum Verständnis der griechischen
Mythologie bei. 

 
Related keywords: Argonauten, Jason, Golden Fleece, Argos, Greek mythology, hero myth, ship
Argo, mythological adventure, Jason and the Argonauts, ancient Greece

LEGAL DRAFTING FORMATS

Legal drafting formats are essential tools for lawyers, legal professionals, and students aiming to
produce clear, precise, and professionally structured legal documents. Proper formatting not only
enhances the readability and comprehension of legal texts but also ensures that documents adhere
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to established legal standards and conventions. Whether drafting contracts, agreements, legal
notices, pleadings, or memoranda, understanding various legal drafting formats is vital for effective
communication within the legal field. This article explores the most common legal drafting formats,
their features, and best practices to ensure consistency and professionalism in legal documents.

Understanding Legal Drafting Formats

Legal drafting formats refer to standardized structures and conventions used to organize legal texts.
These formats help in presenting information logically, making it easier for courts, clients, and other
stakeholders to understand the legal arguments and obligations contained within a document.
Different types of legal documents often follow specific formats tailored to their purpose.

The importance of using appropriate legal drafting formats includes:

- Enhancing clarity and precision
- Facilitating efficient review and analysis
- Ensuring compliance with legal standards
- Promoting professionalism and credibility

Below, we delve into the most prevalent legal drafting formats used across various legal documents.

Common Legal Drafting Formats

1. The Contract Drafting Format

Contracts form the backbone of legal transactions, and their drafting format is crucial for clarity and
enforceability.

Features of Contract Drafting Format

- Title: Clearly states the nature of the contract (e.g., Sale Agreement, Lease Deed).
- Recitals (Preamble): Background information explaining the purpose of the contract.
- Definitions: Clarifies key terms used throughout the document.
- Operative Clauses: Main provisions detailing obligations, rights, and responsibilities.
- Conditions: Specific conditions precedent or subsequent.
- Termination Clause: Conditions under which the agreement can be ended.
- Dispute Resolution: Procedures for resolving disputes, such as arbitration or litigation.
- Signatures and Witnesses: Signatory lines and witness details.
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Best Practices for Contract Formatting

- Use numbered paragraphs for easy referencing.
- Maintain consistent font and spacing.
- Utilize headings and subheadings for clarity.
- Avoid ambiguous language; be precise.
- Include page numbers and a table of contents if lengthy.

2. The Legal Notice Format

Legal notices are formal communications to inform or warn parties about legal rights, claims, or
actions.

Features of Legal Notice Format

- Heading: Usually titled "Legal Notice" or similar.
- Sender?s Details: Name, address, and contact information of the party issuing the notice.
- Recipient?s Details: Name and address of the recipient.
- Subject Line: Briefly states the purpose of the notice.
- Body of the Notice: Clearly states the facts, legal grounds, and demands or actions required.
- Closing Statement: Indicates the time frame for compliance or response.
- Signature and Date: Signed by the sender with date and sometimes witnesses.

Formatting Tips for Legal Notices

- Keep the language formal and concise.
- Use numbered or bulleted points for clarity.
- Highlight important dates or deadlines.
- Attach relevant documents if necessary.

3. The Pleading Format (Petitions, Complaints, etc.)

Legal pleadings are documents filed with courts to initiate or respond to legal proceedings.

Features of Pleading Format

- Caption: Contains the court name, case number, and parties involved.
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- Title of the Document: E.g., "Complaint," "Petition," or "Answer."
- Introduction: Brief overview of the case or issues.
- Statement of Facts: Chronological presentation of relevant facts.
- Legal Grounds: Citing statutes, precedents, or legal principles.
- Relief Sought: Clear statement of what the party requests from the court.
- Signature and Verification: Signed by the party or their lawyer, with verification statement.

Formatting Guidelines for Pleadings

- Use numbered paragraphs for each factual and legal point.
- Maintain margins and spacing as per court rules.
- Use formal language and appropriate legal terminology.
- Ensure citations to laws or precedents are accurate and properly formatted.

4. The Memorandum of Law Format

Memoranda of law are documents used to present legal research and arguments.

Features of Memorandum Format

- Heading: "Memorandum of Law" or similar.
- Issue Statement: Concise statement of legal questions.
- Brief Answer: Summary of the conclusion.
- Background Facts: Brief overview of relevant facts.
- Legal Analysis: Detailed discussion of applicable laws, cases, and reasoning.
- Conclusion: Restates the main point and recommended action.
- Signature and Date: Legally signed and dated.

Formatting Tips for Memoranda

- Use headings and subheadings to organize sections.
- Include citations in proper legal format.
- Use clear, concise language.
- Properly cite authorities and references.

5. The Statutory Drafting Format

Statutory drafting involves creating laws, regulations, or rules.
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Features of Statutory Drafting Format

- Title: Describes the law or regulation.
- Preamble: States the purpose or intent.
- Definitions: Clarifies terms used.
- Sections and Subsections: Organized provisions with numbering.
- Enforcement and Penalties: Describes enforcement mechanisms and penalties.
- Schedules or Appendices: Additional details or forms.
- Enactment Clause: Formal approval statement.

Best Practices for Statutory Drafting

- Use clear and unambiguous language.
- Follow consistent numbering and referencing.
- Include comprehensive definitions.
- Ensure logical organization of sections.

Best Practices for Effective Legal Drafting Formats

Regardless of the specific format used, some universal best practices include:

- Clarity and Precision: Use straightforward language; avoid ambiguity.
- Consistency: Maintain uniform formatting, font size, and terminology.
- Logical Structure: Organize information systematically with appropriate headings and

numbering.
- Legal Compliance: Ensure adherence to relevant laws, rules, and court standards.
- Review and Proofreading: Double-check for errors, inconsistencies, or omissions.
- Use of Plain Language: Simplify legal jargon where possible for better understanding.

Conclusion

Mastering various legal drafting formats is crucial for producing effective, professional, and legally
sound documents. Whether drafting contracts, notices, pleadings, memoranda, or statutes,
understanding the specific structure and conventions applicable to each type enhances clarity,
reduces errors, and promotes legal efficacy. Consistent application of formatting principles,
combined with attention to detail and adherence to legal standards, ensures that legal documents
serve their intended purpose effectively. Aspiring legal professionals should familiarize themselves
with these formats and continually refine their drafting skills to excel in the legal field.
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Legal Drafting Formats: A Comprehensive Analysis of Structure, Standards, and Best Practices

Legal drafting is a cornerstone of the judicial and legislative process, serving as the foundation for
clarity, enforceability, and procedural integrity in legal documents. The legal drafting formats
employed across jurisdictions and practice areas are not merely stylistic choices but vital elements
that influence the effectiveness and interpretability of legal texts. This article provides an in-depth
exploration of legal drafting formats, examining their historical evolution, structural components,
standard conventions, and best practices to ensure precision and uniformity in legal documentation.

Understanding Legal Drafting Formats

Legal drafting formats refer to the standardized structures, presentation styles, and conventions
used when preparing legal documents such as contracts, statutes, pleadings, and judicial opinions.
These formats serve multiple purposes:

- Ensuring clarity and consistency
- Facilitating efficient review and interpretation
- Upholding procedural and substantive legal standards
- Promoting professionalism and credibility

The importance of adhering to proper formats cannot be overstated, as poorly drafted documents
can lead to ambiguities, disputes, or even invalidation of legal actions.

Historical Evolution of Legal Drafting Formats

The development of legal drafting formats has been influenced by various factors, including:

- Colonial legal traditions
- Legislative practices
- Judicial preferences
- Technological advancements

Historically, legal documents were handwritten, with formats evolving gradually to accommodate
printing and typesetting. The introduction of typewriters standardized certain formats, and
subsequent developments?such as the computer age?have further refined drafting conventions to
improve clarity and accessibility.

In many jurisdictions, the formal style of legal drafting emerged from common law traditions,
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emphasizing precision and formality. Over time, jurisdictions have adopted their own conventions,
often influenced by statutory models, legal manuals, and judicial opinions.

Core Components of Legal Drafting Formats

While formats may vary across practice areas and jurisdictions, most legal documents share
common structural elements designed for clarity and logical flow:

- Title and Heading

- Clearly indicates the nature of the document (e.g., "Contract," "Complaint," "Statute.")
- Often includes case names, reference numbers, or date

- Preliminaries or Preamble

- Provides context or background information
- States the purpose or intent

- Recitals

- Outlines the facts or circumstances leading to the document
- Common in contracts and agreements

- Operative Clauses

- Main provisions that create rights, obligations, or legal effects
- Should be clearly numbered or lettered for easy reference

- Definitions

- Clarifies key terms used throughout the document
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- Usually placed at the beginning or within the operative clauses

- Signatures and Attestation

- Signatures of parties involved
- Witness or notary attestations where necessary

- Annexures or Schedules

- Supplementary details, lists, or exhibits referenced in the main document

Standard Formatting Conventions in Legal Drafting

Adherence to standard conventions enhances the professionalism and uniformity of legal
documents. Key formatting standards include:

Font and Typography

- Use of clear, legible fonts (e.g., Times New Roman, Arial)
- Font size typically 12-point
- Consistent line spacing (usually 1.15 or 1.5)

Margins and Spacing

- Margins of 1 to 1.5 inches on all sides
- Double-spacing or 1.5 spacing in body text
- Single spacing for footnotes or references

Numbering and Paragraphs

- Sequential numbering for clauses and sub-clauses
- Paragraphs indented or separated by space for clarity
- Use of bullet points or numbered lists for enumerations
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Headings and Subheadings

- Clear hierarchical structure
- Consistent formatting (bold, uppercase, underline)

References and Citations

- Proper citation of statutes, cases, or legal authorities
- Use of footnotes or inline citations following jurisdictional norms

Jurisdictional Variations and International Standards

Legal drafting standards are not uniform worldwide. Jurisdictional differences influence formatting
practices, driven by statutory requirements, judicial preferences, and legal culture.

Common Law vs. Civil Law Traditions

- Common law jurisdictions (e.g., UK, US) emphasize detailed, structured documents with
numbered clauses.

- Civil law jurisdictions (e.g., France, Germany) may favor more narrative or paragraph-based
formats.

International Standards

- International organizations and treaties often prescribe specific formats.
- Examples include the UNIDROIT Principles, ICC rules for arbitration, and Hague conventions.

Legal Style Guides

Many jurisdictions have official or recommended style guides that specify formatting conventions,
such as:

- The Bluebook (US legal citation)
- Oxford Standard for the Citation of Legal Authorities (OSCOLA)
- The Chicago Manual of Style (for broader legal and academic writing)
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Best Practices in Legal Drafting Formats

Achieving excellence in legal drafting involves not just following standards but also applying best
practices that enhance clarity, accuracy, and professionalism.

Clarity and Precision

- Use plain language where possible
- Avoid ambiguous terms
- Define technical terms explicitly

Consistency

- Maintain uniform formatting throughout the document
- Use consistent terminology and numbering schemes

Logical Structure

- Present information in a logical, chronological, or hierarchical order
- Use headings and subheadings to guide the reader

Review and Revision

- Conduct multiple drafts and reviews
- Utilize checklists to verify compliance with formatting standards
- Seek peer review or legal expert feedback

Technological Tools

- Leverage legal drafting software and templates
- Use version control to track changes
- Employ proofreading tools for consistency and error detection

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Despite best intentions, legal drafting can suffer from errors and inconsistencies. Common pitfalls
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include:

- Ambiguity in language: Use precise, well-defined terms.
- Non-standard formatting: Follow jurisdiction-specific guides to maintain uniformity.
- Overly complex structures: Keep sentences and clauses straightforward.
- Inconsistent numbering: Use automated numbering features where available.
- Lack of cross-references: Ensure references to clauses or schedules are accurate and updated.

To avoid these issues, drafting professionals should adhere to standardized templates, stay updated
on jurisdictional conventions, and engage in continuous professional development.

The Future of Legal Drafting Formats

Emerging trends suggest that legal drafting formats will continue to evolve with technological
innovations and globalization:

- Digital drafting tools: Incorporation of AI to suggest standard clauses and detect inconsistencies.
- Standardized electronic templates: Increasing use of uniform formats across jurisdictions.
- Blockchain and smart contracts: Structured code-based documents with predefined formats.
- Multilingual templates: Supporting international transactions with standardized multi-language

formats.

Conclusion

Legal drafting formats are more than mere stylistic choices?they are fundamental to the integrity,
clarity, and enforceability of legal documents. Understanding their structure, conventions, and best
practices is essential for legal practitioners, legislators, and scholars alike. As the legal landscape
continues to evolve, so too will the standards and formats that underpin effective legal
communication. Mastery of legal drafting formats ensures that legal documents serve their intended
purpose efficiently and accurately, ultimately upholding the rule of law and justice.

In essence, mastering legal drafting formats is crucial for ensuring that legal documents are clear,
consistent, and effective. Through adherence to established standards, continuous learning, and
leveraging technological advancements, legal professionals can enhance the quality and reliability
of their legal drafting practices.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the essential components of a legal drafting format? The essential
components include the heading, title, parties involved, recital or preamble, operative clauses,
definitions, signatures, and date. These elements ensure clarity and enforceability of the document.
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How can I ensure consistency in legal drafting formats across documents? Using standardized
templates, adhering to set formatting styles, and maintaining a style guide can help ensure
consistency across legal documents, making them professional and easy to understand. What are
common mistakes to avoid in legal drafting formats? Common mistakes include ambiguous
language, inconsistent numbering, missing essential clauses, grammatical errors, and improper
referencing. Avoiding these ensures clarity and reduces disputes. Are there specific legal drafting
formats for different types of documents like contracts and deeds? Yes, different legal documents
have tailored formats; for example, contracts typically include terms and conditions, while deeds
emphasize property descriptions and signatures. Using the appropriate format is crucial for validity.
How do legal drafting formats vary across jurisdictions? Jurisdictional differences influence
formatting, language, and required clauses. It?s important to consult local laws and precedents to
ensure the document complies with regional legal standards. Can technology assist in creating legal
drafting formats? Yes, various legal drafting software and template tools can streamline the process,
ensure consistency, and help incorporate standard clauses, reducing errors and saving time. What
role does clarity play in legal drafting formats? Clarity is paramount; well-structured formats with
clear language prevent misunderstandings, facilitate enforcement, and reduce the likelihood of
disputes arising from vague or ambiguous terms. 

 
Related keywords: legal drafting templates, legal document formats, contract drafting styles, legal
writing standards, agreement templates, legal clause structures, contractual language formats, legal
document templates, drafting guidelines, legal formatting rules

Read the full article online: Legal Drafting Formats

nmmu nsfas application bursary forms 2015

nmmu nsfas application bursary forms 2015 marked a significant period for students seeking
financial assistance to pursue higher education at the Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University
(NMMU), now known as Nelson Mandela University. During that year, the application process for
bursaries and funding through the National Student Financial Aid Scheme (NSFAS) was a critical
step for many students aiming to access affordable education. Understanding the intricacies of the
2015 application process, the requirements, and how to navigate the bursary forms can greatly
enhance a student's chances of securing financial support. This comprehensive guide provides
detailed information about the NMMU NSFAS application bursary forms for 2015, along with
relevant tips and insights to assist applicants.

Overview of NSFAS and NMMU Bursary Programs in 2015

Published by: api-atila.solucionsoft.com Page 19 of 29

https://api-atila.solucionsoft.com/ebook/uN6ANP66QNZ1/Legal-Drafting-Formats


Ocajp oracle certified associate java se 7 programmer practice... Vol. 2022, Issue 1

Understanding the context of bursaries and NSFAS funding in 2015 is essential for students and
stakeholders. The National Student Financial Aid Scheme (NSFAS) is a government initiative aimed
at providing financial support to underprivileged students pursuing higher education in South Africa.
Nelson Mandela University, as one of the participating institutions, offered bursaries and funding
support through NSFAS to eligible students in 2015.

Key points about NSFAS and NMMU bursaries in 2015:

- Purpose: To assist financially needy students in funding their tertiary education.
- Eligibility: Primarily aimed at students from low-income families, with specific academic and

financial criteria.
- Application Process: Included filling out specific bursary forms provided by NMMU, often in

conjunction with NSFAS application forms.
- Funding Coverage: Tuition fees, and in some cases, accommodation, textbooks, and living

allowances.

Understanding the 2015 NMMU NSFAS Bursary Application Process

Step-by-Step Guide to the Application

Applying for a bursary at NMMU in 2015 involved a series of steps designed to ensure that eligible
students could access funding efficiently:

- Gather Required Documents
- Complete the NSFAS Application Form
- Complete the NMMU Bursary Application Form
- Submit the Applications
- Follow Up and Await Feedback

Key Dates in 2015

While specific dates can vary, generally, the application window for NSFAS bursaries at NMMU in
2015 was open from early September to late October. Students were advised to submit their
applications early to ensure consideration for the academic year.

Details of the 2015 NMMU NSFAS Application Bursary Forms

Availability and Access
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In 2015, the bursary application forms were accessible through several channels:

- NMMU Student Financial Aid Office: Physical copies were available at the campus financial aid
offices.

- Online Portal: Some forms could be downloaded from the official NMMU website or NSFAS
portal.

- Academic Departments: Certain faculties provided guidance and forms to students directly.

Components of the Bursary Application Forms

The bursary application forms typically consisted of multiple sections requiring detailed information:

- Personal Details
- Full name
- ID/passport number
- Contact information
- Residential address

- Academic Details
- Student number
- Course/program enrolled in
- Year of study
- Academic transcripts or proof of registration

- Financial Information
- Income details of parents/guardians
- Employment status
- Household income level
- Details of other financial aid received

- Declaration and Consent
- Student's declaration of the accuracy of provided information
- Consent to verification processes

Additional Documentation Required
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Applicants were usually required to submit supporting documents alongside the application form:

- Certified copies of ID or passport
- Proof of household income (such as salary slips, affidavits)
- Acceptance letter or proof of registration from NMMU
- Academic records or transcripts (if applicable)

Important Tips for Completing the 2015 NMMU NSFAS Bursary Forms

- Carefully Read Instructions: Ensure all sections are completed accurately and legibly.
- Provide Correct Documentation: Submit certified copies as required; incomplete or unverified

documents can lead to disqualification.
- Meet Deadlines: Submit applications within the specified time frame to avoid missing out.
- Seek Assistance if Needed: Contact the NMMU Student Financial Aid Office or academic

advisors for guidance.
- Keep Copies: Always retain copies of submitted forms and documents for your records.

Common Challenges Faced in 2015 and How to Overcome Them

Despite efforts to streamline the process, some students faced challenges with their 2015 bursary
applications:

- Incomplete Forms: Double-check all sections before submission.
- Missing Documents: Gather all necessary certified copies beforehand.
- Late Submissions: Plan ahead and submit early.
- Incorrect Information: Verify details to prevent delays or rejection.

To overcome these, students were encouraged to start the application process early and seek help
where necessary.

Post-Application Process and Follow-Up

After submitting the bursary forms, students needed to:

- Monitor Communication: Check emails, SMS, or official notices for updates.
- Attend Interviews or Verification: Some students might have been called for interviews or

document verification.
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- Await Funding Decisions: Approval notifications were typically sent via email or directly through
the financial aid office.

- Plan Financially: If approved, plan your finances around the funding to cover tuition and
associated costs.

Impact of the 2015 NSFAS Bursary Program at NMMU

The 2015 bursary program provided vital financial relief to many students, enabling them to focus on
their studies without the burden of financial stress. It also contributed to increased access to higher
education for students from disadvantaged backgrounds, aligning with South Africa?s broader
educational goals.

Benefits included:

- Increased enrollment rates among underprivileged students
- Reduced dropout rates due to financial hardship
- Support for students to complete their degrees successfully

Conclusion

The nmmu nsfas application bursary forms 2015 represented a crucial opportunity for students
seeking financial aid at Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University during that year. Understanding the
application process, requirements, and tips for success can significantly improve your chances of
securing funding. Remember to prepare all necessary documentation, adhere to deadlines, and
seek assistance when needed. Although the application period for 2015 has long passed, the
lessons learned remain relevant for future bursary applications, ensuring that students can navigate
the process confidently and efficiently.

Remember: Always check the latest information and updates from official NMMU or NSFAS
channels for current application procedures and deadlines.
 
NMMU NSFAS Application Bursary Forms 2015: A Comprehensive Overview

Navigating the financial aid landscape for higher education can be daunting, especially when trying
to understand the specifics of bursary application forms such as those offered by Nelson Mandela
Metropolitan University (NMMU) in 2015 through the National Student Financial Aid Scheme
(NSFAS). This detailed review aims to shed light on every aspect of the NMMU NSFAS application
bursary forms 2015, covering eligibility, application procedures, required documentation, deadlines,
and tips for successful application submission.
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Understanding the Context: NSFAS and NMMU in 2015

What is NSFAS?

The National Student Financial Aid Scheme (NSFAS) is a South African government initiative
designed to provide financial support to eligible students pursuing higher education. It primarily
assists students from underprivileged backgrounds by offering bursaries or loans that cover tuition
fees, accommodation, and other study-related expenses.

Role of NMMU (Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University) in 2015

In 2015, NMMU (now known as Nelson Mandela University) was a key participant in NSFAS's
mission to increase access to higher education. The university facilitated the NSFAS bursary
application process for its students, helping many secure funding to continue their studies without
the burden of financial stress.

Eligibility Criteria for NSFAS Bursary at NMMU in 2015

Before diving into the application process, prospective students needed to ensure they met specific
eligibility requirements. These criteria aimed to identify students with genuine financial need and
academic potential.

Academic Eligibility

- Applicants must be admitted or intending to register at NMMU for a full-time undergraduate or
diploma program in 2015.

- The program should be accredited and offered by NMMU.
- Students should demonstrate a satisfactory academic record, typically requiring a minimum

pass rate as defined by NSFAS/NMMU policies.

Financial Need

- Applicants must come from families with annual household incomes not exceeding R122,000 (or
as specified for 2015).

- Evidence of financial hardship was essential, such as a means test or supporting
documentation.

South African Citizenship
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- Only South African citizens or individuals with permanent residency status were eligible.

Other Criteria

- Applicants must not be currently receiving other bursaries or funding that could cover the same
expenses.

- Applicants should uphold the Code of Conduct and maintain satisfactory academic progress.

Application Process for the 2015 NSFAS Bursary at NMMU

Step-by-Step Guide to Applying

Applying for the NSFAS bursary via NMMU involved several key steps, which applicants needed to
follow meticulously to ensure their application was considered.

- Obtain the Application Forms

- The NSFAS bursary application forms for 2015 were typically available at NMMU?s student
financial aid office, campus registration offices, or could be downloaded directly from the NSFAS
website or NMMU?s official portal.

- It's advisable to collect or print the form well before the deadline.

- Complete the Application Form

- Fill out the form legibly and accurately.
- Provide comprehensive personal information, including:
- Full name
- ID number
- Contact details
- Program details
- Household income information
- Ensure all sections are completed; incomplete forms risk rejection.

- Gather Supporting Documentation
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- To validate the application, applicants needed to submit:
- A certified copy of ID document
- Proof of household income (e.g., salary slips, bank statements, affidavits)
- Admission letter or proof of registration at NMMU
- Academic records or results (if applicable)
- Any additional documentation requested by NMMU or NSFAS

- Submit the Application

- Applications could be submitted:
- In person at designated NMMU offices
- Via postal mail
- Online, if the system permitted (check specific procedures for 2015)
- It?s crucial to submit before the stipulated deadline to be considered.

Important Deadlines for 2015

- The deadline for NSFAS bursary applications at NMMU in 2015 was typically around early to
mid-January.

- Applicants were advised to submit their applications as early as possible to avoid last-minute
issues.

Documentation and Verification

Ensuring all required documentation was provided and correctly certified was vital to prevent delays
or disqualification.

- Certified Copies: All copies of IDs, proof of income, and academic records needed to be certified
by authorized personnel.

- Accuracy of Information: Double-check all details to avoid discrepancies that could hinder
processing.

- Completeness: Missing documents or incomplete forms often resulted in rejection or delays.

Application Review and Selection Process

Once submitted, NSFAS and NMMU staff would review applications based on set criteria.
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- Assessment of Financial Need: Verifying household income and financial hardship.
- Academic Merit: Ensuring students met minimum academic requirements.
- Availability of Funds: Considering the total number of applicants and available bursary funds.

Successful applicants would be notified via official communication channels, often through email or
SMS, about the outcome.

Post-Application Steps and Responsibilities

- Acceptance of Offer: If awarded a bursary, students were required to accept the offer within a
specified period.

- Sign Agreements: Bursary recipients often signed agreements outlining repayment conditions (if
applicable) and academic requirements.

- Maintain Academic Progress: Continued eligibility depended on maintaining satisfactory
academic performance and adhering to bursary conditions.

- Reporting Changes: Any change in financial circumstances or contact details needed to be
communicated promptly.

Common Challenges and Tips for Applicants

Applying for bursaries can be competitive and sometimes complex. Here are some tips based on
common pitfalls:

- Start Early: Avoid missing deadlines by beginning the application process as soon as forms are
available.

- Ensure Complete Documentation: Incomplete applications are often rejected outright.
- Certify Documents Correctly: Use authorized officials for certification to prevent delays.
- Follow Instructions Carefully: Read all guidelines provided by NMMU and NSFAS.
- Keep Copies: Maintain copies of all submitted documents for your records.
- Follow Up: Check application status if possible, and respond promptly to any requests for

additional information.

Legacy and Impact of the 2015 NSFAS Bursary Applications at NMMU

The 2015 applications played a crucial role in enabling many students to pursue higher education
without the burden of financial hardship. The bursary scheme facilitated increased access,
especially for students from disadvantaged backgrounds, aligning with South Africa?s broader goals
of equitable education.
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- Many students successfully completed their degrees, contributing positively to their
communities.

- The process set a precedent for transparent and accessible bursary applications, influencing
subsequent years.

Conclusion

The NMMU NSFAS application bursary forms 2015 represented a vital opportunity for financially
needy students to access quality higher education. Understanding the eligibility criteria, application
procedures, required documentation, and deadlines was essential for success. While the application
process demanded attention to detail and proactive engagement, the rewards of securing funding
could significantly alter the educational trajectory of many students. For future applicants, reviewing
the 2015 guidelines provides valuable insights into navigating bursary applications effectively,
ensuring they maximize their chances of securing funding and achieving academic success.
 

 QuestionAnswer Where can I find the NMMU NSFAS application bursary forms for 2015? The
NMMU NSFAS application bursary forms for 2015 were available on the official NMMU website and
at the campus financial aid offices during the application period. What are the key requirements for
submitting the NMMU NSFAS bursary application in 2015? Applicants were required to submit
completed application forms, valid proof of income, a copy of their student ID or acceptance letter,
and proof of enrollment at NMMU for 2015. How can I check the status of my 2015 NMMU NSFAS
bursary application? Applicants could check their application status by visiting the NMMU financial
aid office or contacting NSFAS directly via their official website or helpline. What is the deadline for
submitting the NMMU NSFAS bursary application forms for 2015? The deadline for submitting the
2015 NMMU NSFAS bursary forms was typically in early January 2015; however, applicants were
advised to refer to the official communication for exact dates. Are there any specific documents
required when applying for the 2015 NMMU NSFAS bursary? Yes, applicants needed to submit a
completed application form, proof of income, student registration confirmation, and a copy of their ID
or birth certificate. Who is eligible to apply for the 2015 NMMU NSFAS bursary? Eligible applicants
included South African students from financially disadvantaged backgrounds who were accepted or
enrolled at NMMU for the 2015 academic year. Can I apply for the NMMU NSFAS bursary online in
2015? In 2015, applications were primarily submitted via hard copies at campus offices or through
designated application centers; online applications were not available at that time. What happens
after submitting the NMMU NSFAS bursary application for 2015? Once submitted, applications were
reviewed by NMMU and NSFAS officials. Successful applicants received notification, and bursary
funds were disbursed to cover tuition and related expenses. Can I reapply for the NMMU NSFAS
bursary in 2015 if I was unsuccessful the previous year? Yes, students who were unsuccessful in
previous years could reapply, provided they met the eligibility criteria and submitted a new
application before the deadline. Is there any contact information available for queries regarding the
2015 NMMU NSFAS bursary application? Yes, applicants could contact the NMMU financial aid
office or NSFAS customer service via phone or email for assistance related to the 2015 bursary
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application process. 
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